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Why choose Bonek? For over 85 years,
Bonek Insurance has provided personal and  

commercial insurance protection.  
We form strong relationships with our  

clients – keeping their best interests in mind.  
Let us customize your coverage. Call us today!

Integrity • Relationships • Since 1934

(231) 271-3623   www.bonek.com

insurance agency

insurance agency

Auto-Owners Insurance has the highest rating by national insurance 
company rating services such as A.M. Best, which ranks Auto-Owners 

among the highest in the industry with an A++ (Superior) rating.

EXPERIENCE, KNOWLEDGE, 
PROTECTION & PEACE OF MIND

231.947.8800   •   LarkinGrp.com
13900 S. W. Bayshore Dr.



231.935.4066  •  GTRCF.ORG

ANTRIM  .  BENZIE  .  GRAND TRAVERSE  .  KALKASKA  .  LEELANAU 

The Community Foundation is proud to support the  
Traverse Symphony Orchestra. Through endowment giving, 

you help us ensure the future of the arts in this region.  

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN LEAVE A LASTING 
IMPRESSION IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

let’s give it forward, 
together.



TRAVERSE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
300 E. Front St., Ste. 230, Traverse City, MI 49684  |  231 947 7120  |  TraverseSymphony.org

Fall/Winter 2020-21 SEASON

TSO Live
Small Ensemble Concert Series
Maestro Kevin Rhodes, Piano + TSO Musicians 
Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm + Streaming
First Congregational Church, Traverse City

October 22, 2020  |  Viola, Cello, Percussion
November 12, 2020  |  Violin, Harp, Trumpet
January 28, 2021  |  Woodwinds + Horn
February 25, 2021  |  Strings
March 25, 2021  |  Brass
April 22, 2021  |  Harp + Percussion

Home for the Holidays
Saturday, December 19, 2020 at 7:30 pm
Corson Auditorium, Interlochen
Guest Conductor, Tom Riccobono

Popup Concerts
Performed in unexpected spaces throughout the 
Grand Traverse Region. Fun, free, casual events  
designed to support our community and introduce 
TSO musicians to new audiences.

TSO Summer Series
Outdoor concerts in June, July, August 2021 

TSO@Home
Free weekly TSO Musician Videos  
+ TSO Concert Rebroadcasts

TSO Members only: Monthly video events hosted  
by Maestro Rhodes,  including performances and  
interviews with guest artists.

Charles Murphy’s “Dune Bluff,”  Acrylic, 40 x 30

10443 S Bayshore Dr Elk Rapids, MI
twistedfishgallery.com  231 264 0123
Open year round

Proud Sponsor of the Traverse Symphony Orchestra

Brilliant composition.
Ageless Art.

VISIT TraverseSymphony.org for more

Follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram,  
we’ll keep you 
updated with  

all the latest news 
and events! 

Concert Sponsors

Guest Artist Sponsor

AL & SUSAN COGSWELL

Media Sponsor
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VIOLIN
Paul Sonner 

Concertmaster
Elnora Toldo Milliken 
Founder’s Chair

Steven Leonard
Associate Concertmaster

Ching-Wen Tseng
Assistant Concertmaster

Beth Weston
Judith M. Loveless 
Principal Second 
Violin Chair

Sin-Young Kim
Associate Principal  
Second Violin Chair

Kyle Venlet
Assistant Principal  
Second Violin Chair

Samvel Arakelyan
Vita Cernoch
Glenys Cowperthwaite
Kaylee Erlewein
Peter Hedderich
Ann Marie Jones
Mary Miller
Jacob Olbrot
David Reimer
Oxana Sourine
Ivan Suminski
Cheryl Zetterholm
Tatiana Zueva

VIOLA
Renee Skerik

Principal
Michael Ouzounian
Linda Puroff-Tolias
Ann Schoelles
Kim Teachout

2020-2021 ORCHESTRA ROSTER

CELLO
Elizabeth Bert

Principal
Crispin Campbell

Associate Principal
Patrick Owen

Assistant Principal
Hong Hong
Elizabeth Suminski
Lynne Tobin

BASS
Gary Gatzke

Principal
Marilyn Fung

Associate Principal
Mary Demand

Tom & Gladys Maguire Chair
Richard Jaissle
Noah Krzan
Sue McRae

FLUTE/PICCOLO
Nancy Stagnitta

Principal
Tess Miller

OBOE/ENGLISH HORN
Lynn Hansen

Principal
Michael Beery

CLARINET/BASS CLARINET
Jeanmarie Riccobono

Principal
Charles & Dee Kelly Chair

Andrew Sprung

BASSOON
Lauren Murphy

Principal
Genevieve Beaulieu

HORN
Corbin Wagner

Principal
Matt Ertl
Jeff Johnson

TRUMPET
Ken Larson

Principal
Taup Family Chair Endowment

Matt Thomas
Associate Principal

Scott Sorenson

TROMBONE
Thomas Riccobono

Principal

TUBA
Stephen Molnar

Principal

TIMPANI
John Alfieri

Principal
Robert Sagan

Assistant Principal

PERCUSSION
Robert Sagan

Principal

PIANO
Dorothy Vogel

Principal

HARP
Joan Holland

Co-Principal
Robert & Nancy Giles Chair

Sylvia Norris
Co-Principal
Robert & Nancy Giles Chair

CONCERTMASTER  
EMERITUS
Jack Bert

After the principal player,  
all string players are listed 
alphabetically

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Susan Cogswell
President
Ward Lamphere
Immediate Past President
Robert Giles
Vice President
Kadra Kierczynski
Treasurer
Geoffrey Peckham
Secretary
Donald Bell
Robert B. Hetler
Paul Jarboe
Mary Beth Milliken 
Tom Skinner
Ron Yocum

Our Mission
A regional professional orchestra 
serving northern Michigan, creating 
educational opportunities and 
community enrichment through 
excellence in symphonic and other 
musical experiences. 

TRAVERSE SYMPHONY  
ORCHESTRA STAFF
Dr. Kedrik Merwin
Executive Director
Ronessa Butler
Director of Community Engagement
Dr. Angela Lickiss Aleo
Office Manager
Lynne Tobin
Director, Civic Sinfonia  
& Prelude Strings
Alicia Beachly
Accountant

PLAYERS COMMITTEE
Tess Miller, Co-Chair
Stephen Molnar, Co-Chair
Liz Bert
Kaylee Erlewein
Linda Puroff Tolias

KEVIN RHODES   
Music Director

Traverse Symphony Orchestra programs are 
made possible in part by grants from the Michigan 
Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs and the 
National Endowment for the Arts and the  
Kettering Family Foundation.

Our Vision 
To be a cultural model for the  
region, exciting a diverse and  
growing audience through artistic 
excellence, strong leadership and 
sustainable operations. 

KETTERING FAMILY FOUNDATION
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Celebrating his 20th anniversary season 
as Music Director of the Traverse Symphony 
Orchestra, Maestro Rhodes has an 
exceptionally varied international career, 
having led performances with over 50 
orchestras in 16 countries around the globe. 
In addition to leading many performances 
in Traverse City this season, Rhodes returns 
to Milan's storied opera house, La Scala for 
productions in December and in June of 
2021.

Having been a presence in the major 
musical capitals of Europe for well over 
nearly 30 years, Rhodes is one of the most 
sought-after conductors by the world’s 
major ballet companies and their orchestras. 
This season Maestro Rhodes returns to the 
Vienna State Opera for the 24th season, 
leading an important new production of 
the rarely produced masterpiece by French 
composer, Delibes, his “Sylvia” in a new 
production by ballet director Manuel Legris, 
as well as leading the company’s production 
of “Nutcracker” and the annual Nureyev 
Gala. Rhodes also returns to the Oslo Opera 
House and the Norwegian National Ballet 
for their production of Nutcracker as well.  

Kevin Rhodes began his European 
career as a house conductor at the Basel 
Stadttheater in Basel, Switzerland, and 
then as a  First Kappelmeister at Deutsche 
Oper am Rhein in Düsseldorf/Duisburg 
Germany. At the same time, he served as 
the principal ballet conductor of the Vienna 

State Opera. Further engagements followed 
in Berlin, Verona, Milan, Paris, Wiesbaden, 
Heidelberg, Naples, Stuttgart, etc.

Since returning to the US in 2001 to 
take over the leadership of the Springfield 
Symphony Orchestra in Massachusetts 
and Traverse Symphony Orchestra in 
Michigan, he has devoted himself to the 
building of those two ensembles. With the 
start of the 2010-2011 season, Rhodes 
began working as Principal Conductor of 
the Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra of Boston. 
Maestro Rhodes has also guest-conducted 
symphonies across the country.  Over the 
past several seasons Rhodes has conducted 
performances in Paris, Tokyo, Beijing, 
Amsterdam, Brisbane, Stuttgart, and, Oslo 
in addition to his current relationships with 
Vienna and Oslo. 

Rhodes began his professional 
conducting career at the age of 16 in 
his hometown of Evansville, Indiana. He 
received his BM in Piano Performance 
from Michigan State University where he 
studied conducting with Maestro Leon 
Gregorian, and earned his MM in Orchestral 
Conducting at the University of Illinois 
under the tutelage of Paul Vermel.

KEVIN RHODES
Music Director

Connect with Kevin online:  
KevinRhodesConductor. com

Follow him on Facebook:  
Kevin Rhodes Conductor

J�n!
Play a p�t...

Join as a Sustaining Member
Make a 3 year commitment at any level and become a SUSTAINING 
MEMBER. Making this commitment now will ensure that the TSO has 
the resources to make long term commitments. You'll be recognized 
on a virtual donor wall and banner at each performance in perpetuity. 

Our new MEMBERSHIP MODEL combines the dedication of our  
season ticket patrons with the strength of our annual donor campaign. 
It's a perfect time to "Play a Part!" and JOIN as a supporting member  
of the Traverse Symphony Orchestra.  

n   You'll be supporting ONGOING TSO PERFORMANCES. 

n   And helping to sustain TSO’s EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS –  
from Tots@TADL, to our Civic Orchestras for all ages, to our  
engagement with the public schools.

n   BENEFITS TO YOU range from recognition and savings on  
merchandise to early access to ticketing/seating and exciting private 
events…not to mention our heartfelt gratitude for helping to sustain 
this important organization for all.

All gifts of support are welcome in any amount and will be  
acknowledged with a receipt for your tax deduction. Reduced-price 
Student Memberships available. Consider gifting a membership to 
someone or perhaps an honorarium or memorial gift. 

Your gifts will also help demonstrate to philanthropic foundations  
the incredible support of our patrons as we apply for grants and  
financial support.

The changing public health 
landscape requires an innovative 
approach to sustainability to 
assure the TSO remains a 
strong cultural leader in  
our community –  
for years to come. 

visit TRAVERSESYMPHONY.ORG to JOIN!
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Build long term relationships  
with the region’s most affluent consumers:

Symphony Audiences 
are Impressive 
People
$87,500 median household income
97% have advanced degrees

Loyal Symphony 
Audiences  
Support Our 
Advertisers
98.6% read the ads  
in the concert program book

53.8% bought a product or service after 
seeing an ad or hearing sponsor name

TRAVERSE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

SPONSORSHIP + ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT

TSO Exective Director, Dr. Kedrik Merwin

kmerwin@traversesymphony.org,  231 947 7120

An orchestra is in many ways a reflection of its community; the 
Traverse Symphony Orchestra with its world-class artists both 

permanent and guest, brings something special to life which is a 
perfect reflection of this magical corner of the world.

Maestro Kevin Rhodes

TSO NAMED CHAIR ENDOWMENT 
Named Chair Endowments serve as permanent investments in the Traverse  
Symphony Orchestra, preserving the legacy of our 70-year-old organization. 100% 
of any endowed gift will be invested, and only the annual earnings (4% on average) 
from that investment will be spent toward musician compensation.

•  A TSO Named Principal Chair Endowment of $100,000  
will fund a principal chair player position in perpetuity.  

•  A TSO Named Section Chair Endowment of $75,000  
will fund a section chair player position in perpetuity.

A Named Chair Endowment is one of the best long-term ways of supporting the 
Traverse Symphony Orchestra and can serve as a way to honor a family member,  
a friend, or someone special who has a connection and/or passion for a particular 
instrument in the orchestra. 

TSO ANNUAL NAMED CHAIR SPONSORSHIP

Annual support of the Traverse Symphony Orchestra can include sponsorship  
of any non-endowment named chair within the orchestra by an individual,  
business or foundation.  Sponsorship levels for one concert season:   

•  Principal Chair: $10,000 
•  Associate Principal Chair: $7,500
•  Assistant Principal Chair: $5,000
•  Section Chair: $3,000

CONCERT SPONSOR  $3,500 - 5,000
Recognition packages customized to include preferred underwriting message,  
recognition in our program books including full page ad. Your logo will be included  
in all marketing, e-mail marketing and social media and on a lobby banner.  
You will have the opportunity to attend closed rehearsasl with your clients/guests  
and will receive a block of 10 tickets in the Gold Seating Section.

PROGRAM BOOK AD  $700 - 1,250
Full color Ad in both programs books of the concert season.

SYMPHONY BUSINESS PARTNER  $300
Your company’s logo and contact information in both program books of the  
season as well as inclusion on the large lobby banner.
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We applaud the generosity of our financial supporters who make 
what we do at the Traverse Symphony Orchestra possible. 

Thank you for your engagement with us!

The gifts on the following pages of $100 or more to the 2019-2020  
and/or 2020-2021 Annual Campaigns were received between 

September 1, 2019 and October 16, 2020.

Thank You!

Consider the Musical Legacy Society
All donors who have included the Traverse Symphony Orchestra in their 
estate plans are members of our Musical Legacy Society.  Members 
of the Musical Legacy Society not only enjoy the Symphony today 
but also the warmth and pride that comes with knowing that their gift will 
sustain the orchestra for years to come. 

We will be happy to work with you and your estate attorney to identify the 
proper approach for your specific needs. 

Executive Director, Dr. Kedrik Merwin
231-947-7120 or kmerwin@traversesymphony.org

Bravissimo Level
$10,000 and above

Anonymous
Don & Carole Bell

Elaine Amacker Bridges
Al & Susan Cogswell

Sherry Koenig
Ward Lamphere

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald H. Yocum

Bravo Level 
$5,000-9,999

Bob & Nancy Giles
Mrs. Agnes R. Hayden

Joyce & George Kempton
Dr. Kedrik Merwin & Sarah Merwin

Marlis Mann & Tom Skinner 
Bill & Susanne Meserve 

Standing Ovation Level 
$2,500-4,999

Richard & Susan Bingham
Howard & Mary Cook

Don Harbold
Walter Herrick

Gail & Bob Hetler
George & Barbara Kausler 

Janet M. Kerr
Tom & Gladys Maguire

Geoffrey Peckham & Patricia Melzer
Dr. & Mrs. James Milliken

Nicole Philibosian Gentry & Ron Gentry 
Herm & Laurie Thomas
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Ovation Level 
$1,000-2,499

Philip & May-Lis Andrus
Reverend Ted Beiderwieden

Felicia & Robert Bloom
Norton & Mary Lee Bretz
Clyde & Dawn Buchanan

Mr. Kerm Campbell
Ken & Marilyn Cerny 

Dale Claudepierre & Melynda Bagley
Steve & Sheri Constantin

Sherri & Graydon DeCamp
Mrs. R. C. Foster

Len & Karen Franseen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. Garvey

Piper & Harry Goldson
Jeff & Jayne Griese

Dick Grout
Mrs. C. L. Harrison, III
Jim & Diana Huckle

Nancy & David Hunter
T. Michael & Joanie Jackson

Mr. Al Jordan
Dr. Charles & Dolores Kelly 

Ms. Eunice Lampkin
Karl & Barbara Marsh

Samuel & Karen Mitchell
Eric & Amy Mueller
Maxi Neugebauer 

Francis & Joell Newton
Clarine Olson

Christine Petersen
Jack S. Putnam

June Rengo 
Jim Richardson & Trudy Carpenter

Louis & Nancy Sanford

Eleanor L. Shaw
Leslie & Don Sibery

Mr. Albert & Mrs. Evi Sickinger
Catherine Sivits
Julianne Slater

Dennis & Sandra Stockemer
Drs. Jerry & Elizabeth Suminski

Charles & Linda Svec
Jim & Penny Sweeney

Sara & David Taft
Jennifer Weil & Jerry Wilhem

Laura L. Powers & James M. Taup
Clyde & Sonja Whipple

Donald L. Wilson
Windemueller Electric, Inc.

Woodward Family Foundation Endowment Fund
Nancy & Woody Wright

Dr. Louis & Mary Jane Zako

Thanks to our
SUSTAINING MEMBERS!

Individuals listed in bold are recognized  
as TSO SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Members making a 3 year commitment 
at any level will become SUSTAINING 
MEMBERS and will be recognized on a 
virtual donor wall and banner at each 
performance in perpetuity. Making this 
commitment now will ensure that the 
TSO has the resources to make long 
term commitments.

TraverseSymphony.org
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Applause Level   |  $420-999
Anonymous
Diane Anderson
Ed & Mary Arbut
Michael & Diane Bair
Janet & Jeffrey Bean
Gil & Anne Bogley
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Bridges
Jerry Beasley & Fleda Brown
Ms. Krystyn Clark
Mrs. Barbara Cochrane
Edward & Barbara Collins
Mr. Andrew Cortwright
James & Margaret Costello
Susan S. Coulter
Erika & Dennis Ferguson
Sebastian Garbsch  
   & Holly Provenzano Garbsch
Michael & Ruth Hall
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy Hanley
Lynn Hansen
Ms. Barb Hoig
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan H. Kinne
Lewis & Char Kirchner
Mr. & Mrs. Ward Kuhn
Bruce & Maruine Kuiken
Michael & Linda LaBeau
Mark & Roberta Lakin
Vic Landa
James & Suzanne Landes
Ruth Leonard
Stanley & Margaret Leonard
Dave Mengebier
Ken & Glenie Merwin
Dr. & Mrs. J. P. Milliken
John & Nancy Morris
Donald & Bette Oswell
Dave & Judy Pohlod 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Bruce Rogers
Bob & Sue Sandtveit
Mr. & Mrs. E.J. Sauter
Jack Segal & Karen Puschel Segal
Cleo Silver, Dottie Broomfield & Judy Noye
Ms. Ann Snyder
Scott Thompson
Dick & Candice Wallace

Richard W. & Christine T. Walter
Dick & Betsy Wilson
R. M. Young Company

Symphony Friends Level   |  $100-419
Anonymous
Pamela & Gordon Amidon
Rosanne Anderson
Joan Antle
Alison B. Arthur
Ms. Sharon Bacon
William & Mary Bantle
Bob & Rita Barron, M.D. 
Sharon Bartone
Robert & Carol Beidler
Brian Bentley
Elizabeth J. & John K. Bert
Ueli & Janice Binkert
Harry & Stephanie Blount
Dr. & Mrs. Dale M. Blount
Charles & Kathleen Bonneau
Ms. Shaunna Bradford
Mr. Pete Brager
Dean & Sharon Branson
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Braun
Mr. James J. Brazda
Lily, Aevryn & Zoe Butler
Ronessa Butler & Dominik Wiest
Felix T. Casillas & Charlotte M. Marx
Bill & Sandy Cartwright
Ms. Roberta Case
Ms. Elsa Clark
Judith Clark
Karen Comella
Mrs. Judith Conn
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Cook
Ed & Char Coquillard
Donald & Beverly Cox
Christina Coyne
Jeanne & Tom Crosby
Ms. Melissa Culver
Mr. James Datsko
John & Ann Davey
Catherine Davidson
Arlene & Bob Dean
Rob & Sherry DeLonge
Ms. Donna Dodd

We are grateful for the extraordinary  
generosity of an anonymous donor  

who has offered  
$80,000 IN MATCHING FUNDS  

for new or increased gifts to the TSO.  

This gives you the opportunity  
to DOUBLE THE IMPACT  
of your gift to the TSO.  

Your new or increased gift  

will be matched dollar for dollar! 

PLEASE HELP US COMPLETE THIS  

MATCHING GIFT BY MAKING  

A FULLY TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION  

TO THE TSO TODAY.  

VISIT TraverseSymphony.org 
or CALL 231 947 7120

A MATCHING GIFT OPPORTUNITY!
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Conrad L. & Judith W. Donakowski
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Duff
Maggie Duncan
Dr. Thomas Earwood & Amy Radford
Dan & Deb Edson
Lin Emmert
Hugh & Betty Farber
Marjorie & Walt Farrell
Susan & Bruce Finlayson
Lee & Jill Foerster
Bob & Sandy Foote
Harry & Rosemary Friend
Ms. Connie Garcia
Ward & Mary Gillett
George A. Goldberg, MD
Sandra & Bob Gray
Leon & Linda Gregorian
Ms. Mary Grover
Pat Haber
Susan & Robert Hall
Sondra Hardy
Bob & Marta Harris
Diane & Ben Henson
George & Sharon Hermach
C. Richard Herrold
Don Hirt
Margaret Hollyday
Eric Houlberg
Darlene Huesser
Ed & Linda Ketterer
Kadra Kierczynski
Joan & Tom Knighton
Edward Kocher & Kamie Schoonhoven
Edward & Ruth Kohout
Anne Kreft
Ray & Debra Kuhn
Mr. & Mrs. Paul LaPorte
Mrs. Judie Leece
Michael Lehnert & Denise Peltonen
Richard & Sally Lewis
John & Betty Lien
David M. Lillvis & Meredith Hunt
Steve & Bonnie Lockwood
Arne & Judy Lundmark
Carl & Diane Madion
Anne H. Magoun

Peter R.  Magoun
Lindsay Mang
Betty & Alan McColl
Ms. Meredith McComb
Ms. Sharon McKinley
Dr. Michael McManus  
   & Ms. Sue Brightheart
Ann Merritt
Andy & Marti Mollema
Anne Montgomery
James & Donna Moore
Trisha Neff
Ms. Elizabeth Patterson
Elmer & Ruth Peterman
Erik Peterson
Dr. & Mrs. William Phenix
Linda & Max Proffitt
Jane Purkis
Deb Quinn & James Myles
Judy Reinhardt & Jim Schwantes
Mike & Evelyn Richardson
Martha & Dan Rogalny
James & Verna Sak
Erik & Angela Saxon
Wally & Pat Schroth
Thomas & Nancy Schulte
Ann & Max Schwandt
Art & Karen Schwarm 
Sandra Schwendemann
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Seidel
Michael Sheehan
Mrs. W.A. Siebenthaler
Melissa Sole
Lianne Sommerville
Lee & Robin Sorenson
Scott Sorenson & Dorothy Vogel
Angeline L. Sorenson
Ms. Joanne Sprouse
Judy & Bob Steiner
Clifford & Lucia Storr
Jim & Sue Strabel
Robert & Charlotte Streit
Mark & Christine Strom
Diane Hubert & Richard Sutton
William & Mary Swift
Mr. Steve Szilvagyi

Mr. & Mrs. James Teahen
Kris & Cecil Thomas
John & Sandra Thorne
Mr. & Mrs. William Timmins
Ms. Kathy Tuckerman
Angela Verbrugge
Harriet Wall & Vance Marshall
Robert & Barbara Wallace
Judith & Kennard Weaver
Ms. Sally Weaver
Joe & Glenda Wierzbicki
Mrs. Mary Wilson
Allen & Janice Wolfe
Ms. Wendy Wyatt
Patricia & Howard Yamaguchi

Memorial Gifts
Made between Sept 1, 2019 and Oct 16, 2020

In Memory of Olga Bruce
Janet M. Kerr

In memory of Jan & Gene Cortwright
Mr. Andrew Cortwright

In memory of Donald C. Coulter
Susan S. Coulter

In Memory of Carolyn Mawby
Cleo Silver, Dottie Broomfield & Judy Noye

In Memory of Joanne Mulawa
Ward Lamphere

In Memory of Al Neugebauer
Maxi Neugebauer

In Memory of Clarine Olson
Al & Susan Cogswell

In Memory of Ann E. Skory
Lindsay Mang
Schmidt-Rogers Management

In Memory of Cliff & Mollie Thompson
Scott Thompson

In Memory of Evelyn Vogel
Angeline L. Sorenson
Scott Sorenson & Dorothy Vogel

In Memory of Martin Vogel
Lee & Robin Sorenson
Scott Sorenson & Dorothy Vogel

Honorarium Gifts
Made between Sept 1, 2019 and Oct 16, 2020

In Honor of All Our Fine Musicians
Candice & Dick Wallace

In honor of my family
Susan S. Coulter

In recognition of the Garvey Event  
and Wedding Barn
Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. Garvey

In Honor of Chas Helge
Bob & Gail Hetler

In Honor of Ken & Marliyn Cerny
Lee & Jill Foerster

In Honor of Kedrik Merwin
Bob & Gail Hetler

In Honor of Kevin Rhodes, Spencer Myer, 
Jeanmarie Riccobono, Tom Riccobono,  
& Ron Jolly
Bob & Gail Hetler

In Honor of Kevin Rhodes and the TSO 
Bob & Gail Hetler

In Honor of Eleanor Shaw
Sondra Hardy

In Honor of Kim Teachout
Bob & Gail Hetler

In Honor of Jean Yager
Alison Arthur
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ABOUT TSO CIVIC PROGRAMS 

Civic string ensembles offer student and amateur adult musicians an opportunity 
to nurture individual artistic growth through music making in a group environ-
ment. The two string ensembles rehearse weekly under the baton of TSO cellist 
Lynne Tobin and present two concerts a year that are free and open to the pub-
lic. Civic is a unique opportunity for music students of all ages to work with great 
teachers and musicians in the community. Current participants range from eight  
to eighty years old.

CIVIC PRELUDE STRINGS

Civic Prelude Strings is open to students with one year of instruction and also  
includes adult beginners and those who have been away from their instrument  
for a number of years.

CIVIC SINFONIA STRINGS

Civic Sinfonia Strings is open to more accomplished and committed students,  
who must have at least three years of experience. 

It is a challenging time for performing ensembles! Our new world situation 
requires creative problem solving and reinvention.This season, TSO Civic is offering 
a virtual experience to continue our music-making journey TOGETHER, even if we 
are physically APART in our separate homes. TSO Civic Ensembles Music Director 
Lynne Tobin and Steven K. Leonard, TSO Associate Concertmaster and Director of 
the TSO Civic Chamber Music Program are coaching string musicians of all ages in 
small groups on Tuesday evenings via basic smart phone technology.

In addition to creating a project-based performance, the real emphasis is on 
developing listening skills and becoming more adept at using technology needed 
to play music *with* others these days. Instructors are also delving deeply into 
study of the repertoire in terms of history, theory and performance practice. 

While learning “Dances from Terpsichore” by late 16th c. 
composer Michael Praetorius, musicians learned about 
Renaissance performance practices and the importance 
of dance in Renaissance Courts. To bring those ideas to 
life, they watched videos of costumed dancers recreating 
dances of the period.

The culmination of Fall Semester will be a project in 
which each musician records a video of themselves 
performing the music studied. These will be 
professionally compiled to create a virtual performance, 
demonstrating that we were indeed able to play 
together, though physically apart in our own homes. 

We all agree that making music virtually is not the 
same as sharing musical space together in a thrilling 
and satisfying live performance. But, it speaks to the 
indomitable spirit of musicians everywhere that we can 
forge ahead, using technology that is often unfamiliar 
and challenging, to continue to learn and grow as 
musicians despite the obstacles. 

For more information call the TSO at 231-947-7120

or email civic@traversesymphony.org

CIVIC PROGRAMS update

Fall 2020 Sinfonia Ensemble Participants

Lynne Tobin

Steven K. Leonard

Education programs are made possible in part by grants from the Edmund F. and Virginia 
B. Ball Foundation, the Biederman Family Foundation, the Michigan Council for the Arts 
and Cultural Affairs, and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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TSO Musician Spotlight

MATTHEW THOMAS

Trumpet

TSO Musician Spotlight

KAYLEE ERLEWEIN  

Violin

Kaylee Erlewein is a professional violinist and Music Therapist. Kaylee is a violinist 
with the Traverse Symphony Orchestra and the Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra 
in Petoskey. As a Traverse City native, she studied with Beth Weston and played 
with the Traverse Youth Symphony Orchestra before attending high school at the 
Interlochen Arts Academy, studying with Paul Sonner. She continued violin studies 
with Dmitri Berlinsky at Michigan State University where she earned her Bachelor 
of Music in Music Therapy. Other teachers include Blair Milton and I-Fu Wang.

She has been playing at weddings and other events throughout Michigan as a 
soloist and chamber musician for more than 15 years. She is active as a violinist for 
musicals and churches around the area. She has also played as a member of the 
MSU Symphony Orchestra and as a substitute violinist with the Lansing Symphony 
Orchestra. Kaylee maintains a violin studio from her home in Traverse City.

While at MSU, Kaylee discovered that in studying and practicing music therapy she 
could combine her love of music with her desire to assist those with special needs. 
She completed her Bachelor of Music in Music therapy at MSU in 2011, graduat-
ing with honors. She traveled to Atlanta, GA to do her music therapy internship in 
the Fulton County School System working with self-contained special education 
classes. A resident of Traverse City, MI, Kaylee was the music therapist at Children’s 
Therapy Corner in Traverse City before the birth of her daughter, Audrey in 2014.

In her spare time, Kaylee enjoys spending time with her husband Joe and their 
children, Julian, Audrey, Lydia, and Louie. She loves to sail on Elk Lake during the 
summer and to curl up with a good book on the porch swing.

Matthew Thomas has appeared regularly with the TSO since 2005 and was named 
Associate Principal Trumpet in 2019.  He has been Principal Trumpet of the Mid-
land Symphony since 2007.  Matt is the founding partner and Executive Director 
of New House Productions, a corporate consulting and leadership training firm 
(www.musicbuildsbetter.com), Executive Director of the non-profit Shoreline Music 
Society (www.shorelinemusicsociety.com), and Director and Principal Trumpet of 
the non-profit Baroque on Beaver Music Festival (www.baroqueonbeaver.org).

A grand-prize winner of the Coleman Chamber Music Competition and twice a 
Fellow of the Tanglewood Music Center, his extensive performance experience 
includes the Bravo! Festival, Boston Symphony Orchestra, Boston Pops, Sarasota 
Opera, New World Symphony, Mannheim Steamroller, Captain & Tennille, Dave 
Brubeck, and Rosemary Clooney.  In addition to his work as a performer, he has 
taught at the University of Miami (FL) and the University of Michigan, Flint.

Originally from Massachusetts, Mr. Thomas holds Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees 
from Ithaca College and the New England Conservatory respectively.  His principal 
teachers have been Kim Dunnick, Timothy Morrison, and Gilbert Johnson.  He lives 
in Midland, Michigan with his wife, Susannah, and their daughter, Marin Grace.
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You are cordially invited!
Join the Traverse Symphony Orchestra Associates! Throughout 
the years, the TSOA has been the mainstay of volunteers helping 
the Symphony with everything from e-newsletter production to 
fundraisers to distributing concert program posters to assisting 
with Symphony office activities.

Some of the many benefits of joining the TSOA
n   Meeting new friends

n   Receiving inviations to special events offered  
only to TSOA members

n   Becoming an essential part of this  
world-class symphony organization

n   Making a difference now…and for years to come

For more information:

EMAIL info@traversesymphony.org 
CALL 231 947 7120

We would love to have you as a TSOA member!

We ALL miss live performances, and we’re doing our part to bring  
engaging experiences to you in this challenging time!

n   FREE TSO LIVE CONCERTS starting October 22

n   Online Performances with MAESTRO KEVIN RHODES & FRIENDS

n   WINTER HOLIDAY CONCERT + 3 OUTDOOR CONCERTS next summer

Members have 1st access to all events + reserved seating where applicable.

… an ALL NEW Membership 
Program to help guarantee 
that the TSO remains a vital 
part of our community … 
today and tomorrow

VISIT  TraverseSymphony.org 
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Symphony Business Partners

231-941-8888  |  amical.com 231-941-8048  |  traverselaw.com

231-947-3730  |  evola.com

231-947-8787 |  northernexpress.com

231-946-7066 | captainsquarterstc.com

Our Symphony Business Partners are recognized in our program book 
and on the TSO website throughout the season. By supporting the TSO 
operating fund, our Symphony Business Partners help ensure that you’ll 

continue to enjoy the orchestra’s artistic excellence. Be sure to thank 
them for their generous support.

231-947-0191  |  oryana.coop

231-941-2298 | copycentraltc.com

231-590-9733 | glpianoservice.com

231-938-9400 | traverseweb.com upnorthentertainment.com

golfupnorth.com

231-941-0707 | schmidtmanagement.com



Thank You for supporting 
the Record-Eagle for 158 years.

Covering Northern Michigan 
with over 160 years of 
integrity and accuracy 

in local news

EagleRecordTRAVERSE CITY

www.record-eagle.com

CLASSICAL IPR 
88.7 FM, Interlochen 

94.7 FM, Traverse City 

88.5 FM, Mackinaw City 

Curated classical music programming from 

Interlochen Center for the Arts and beyond

classicalipr.org

IPR NEWS 

91.5 FM, Traverse City 

90.1 FM, Harbor Springs/Petoskey 

89.7 FM, Manistee/Ludington

National, international, and local news coverage 

as well as your favorite NPR programs

iprnews.org

CONNECTING NORTHERN 
MICHIGAN AND THE WORLD




