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4,563 In-Person Concert Tickets  
Sold in 2019-2020 … pre-COVID

The 2019-2020 Season began 
with a stunning concert  
led by Maestro Rhodes and  
featured World Class Soprano  
OTHALIE GRAHAM.

The Season continued 
by featuring TSO 
Principal Flutist, 
NANCY STAGNITTA, 
performing David 
Amram’s Giants of the 
Night, a jazz inspired 
tribute to Charlie 
Parker, Jack Kerouac 
and Dizzy Gillespie. 

THE 2019-2020 SEASON
…before the pandemic
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In early 2020, the COVID-19 

pandemic forced the cancellation 

of much of the rest of the 

Season including our planned 

APRIL VIENNA FIREWORKS 

CONCERT fundraiser and  

MAY  SEASON FINALE. 

We were also forced to 

cancel our summer of 2020 

FUNDRAISING EVENT and our 

2020-2021 SEASON TICKET 

CAMPAIGN, just weeks  

after announcing. 

Featuring indie rock band THE 
ACCIDENTALS, 2019’s Home for the 
Holidays was a hit, attracting hundreds of 
new audience members to the TSO, and 
delighting a new generation of fans. 

January’s concert saw the return of 
outstanding young professionals,  
and TSO Civic ensemble alumni,  
Ivan Suminski, Kyle Stachnik and  
Joe Skerik, the VIRIDIAN STRINGS.

THE 2019-2020 SEASON
…before the pandemic



In March of 2020, the TSO began the process 

of radically reinventing and creatively 

reimagining outreach to safely engage 

and entertain our community.  After much 

consultation with community focus groups 

and arts leaders, we instituted a three-

pronged approach to realizing our mission: 

safe and distanced live performance, online 

educational outreach, and virtual concerts.

Reinventing the TSO Season

LIVE  
PERFORMANCES  

providing Pop-up Concerts  
in unexpected spaces  

throughout the region 

“In the last few months, I have worked with the staff and board of TSO as a part of a community-

wide focus group, convened to generate ideas and strategies for their response to COVID-19 and a 

reinvention of the TSO. The TSO is one of the brightest gems [in our region].”

PAUL LAPORTE, TSO Member

VIRTUAL 
ENGAGEMENTS  
entertaining audiences in  
the safety of their homes

Over 45,000 points of digital 
engagement since March 2020



EDUCATION 
learning opportunities for all ages

Increased virtual 

engagement 

on multiple 

online platforms 

provided access 

to thousands of 

new listeners, 

expanding the 

reach of TSO’s 

performances, 

while continuing 

to connect with 

existing patrons 

and supporters.

“The TSO Civic program is unique in our community and 

has made available a vibrant, multi-age performing string 

orchestra program for amateur musicians since 2004.  

Re-inventing the live orchestra experience in a virtual 

setting is the biggest challenge the Civic program has faced. 

Many of our adult Civic participants are retired  

and isolated in their homes during the pandemic. 

 They are thrilled to have an outlet for playing music 

*together* virtually while staying safe.”

LYNNE TOBIN 

TSO Civic Ensembles Program Director

Each of these adaptations was focused 

on safety for both our musicians and 

audience, community engagement 

with outreach to new audiences and 

providing a consistent and meaningful 

educational experience through our 

Civic Programs.



The quickly changing public health landscape 

required the TSO to adopt an innovative new 

approach to sustainability. Our exciting new  

“Play a Part” MEMBERSHIP MODEL combined  

the dedication of our season ticket holders with the 

strength of our annual donor campaign.  Propelled 

by an $80,000 matching grant from an anonymous 

benefactor, and support from our new members, the 

TSO was able to continue to provide vibrant arts and 

education programs to our community during the 

global pandemic shutdown.
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Bravo Bravissimo Musician 
Support Fund

Membership campaign raised $181,275 through December 31, 2020

Musician Support Fund
9.1%
Bravissimo
1.2%
Bravo
2.8%
Standing Ovation
4.4%

Ovation
14.7%

Applause
17.9%

Friends
50.0%

252 TSO patrons joined as new members through December 31, 2020
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FRIEND  $100 – 419/year  

Recognition in our programs and a 10% discount on TSO merchandise. 

APPLAUSE  $35/monthly subscription ($420/yr)  

Equivalent to our former average household season ticket price, donations at this level provide 
a steady stream of support for our year long education programs, and support the ongoing 
operations of the Symphony. In addition to the benefits of the previous level, patrons at this 
level will receive access to online chamber concerts and other premium digital content.

OVATION   $1,000 – $2,499/year

Provides funding for hiring one TSO musician for one concert weekend, and in addition to the 
benefits of the previous level will provide the donor with early access to concert tickets for our 
Pops concerts. 

STANDING OVATION  $2,500 – $4,999/year

A gift at this level will fund one of the new small chamber or pop-up concerts this season, and 
in addition to the benefits of the previous level will provide the donor with reserved seating at 
our live chamber concerts.

BRAVO    $5,000 – $9,999/year

A gift at this level will fund the location for one Symphony Pops concert, or support the season 
salary of one of our principal musicians. In addition to the benefits of the previous level, Bravo 
members will be invited to an exclusive live VIP event featuring Maestro Kevin Rhodes.

BRAVISSIMO    $10,000+/year

A gift of $10,000 or more would join a legacy of extraordinary support that has built this 
orchestra into one of the cultural jewels of this region. Not only does this gift support the 
orchestra, but through that generosity lifts all of Northern Michigan as a cultural destination, 
ensuring its vibrancy and growing momentum as one of the great places to live in the U.S.

                                   STANDING
FRIEND         APPLAUSE       OVATION        OVATION          BRAVO       BRAVISSIMO
   $100                  $35/month               $1,000                      $2500                     $5,000                  $10,000 

Name in Program and Online

10% Discount on TSO Merchandise 

Access to Online Chamber Concerts

Early Access to Ticketed Concerts

Reserved Seating at 
Free Chamber Series Concerts

Intivation to Dress Rehearsal

Invitation to Musical VIP Thank-You 
Event featuring Kevin Rhodes

Private VIP Salon Concert with  
Kevin Rhodes and Orchestra Soloist
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Gifts at any level are fully tax deductible. All pledges can be billed monthly.

TSO Membership Levels
MUSICIAN 
SUPPORT 
FUND

As part of our 

commitment to 

our musicians, we 

created a permanent 

MUSICIAN SUPPORT 

FUND. This new fund, 

in partnership with 

our TSO Players’ 

Committee, will be used 

to provide mini-grants 

directly to our hardest 

hit musicians, and will 

become a permanent 

part of our commitment 

to our players long after 

we emerge from this 

pandemic.  
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Financials  Fiscal Year 2020, ending August 31, 2020

Interest & Dividends
6.1%
Advertising & Tuition
4.1%

Performances
24.4%

Sponsorship
7.8%

Annual Fund
37.0%

Endowments & Grants
20.7%

Total Revenue $672,178
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 Without Donor    With Donor 
 Restrictions Restrictions Total

REVENUES, GAINS AND SUPPORT   

Support

      Annual Fund $248,476  $248,476

      Endowments and Grants $82,555 $56,260 $138,815

      Sponsorship $52,107  $52,107  

Performances $163,909  $163,909

Advertising, tuition, contracted services $27,702  $27,702

Interest, dividends, realized & unrealized gains $8,418 $32,751 $41,169

Assets released from restrictions $3,513 -$3,513 0

Total revenue, gains and support $586,680 $85,498 $672,178

EXPENSES 

Program services $424,324  $424,324

Management and general $159,941  $159,941

Fundraising $67,656  $67,656

Total expenses $651,939  $651,939

Change in Net Assets -$65,259 $85,498 $20,239

Net Assets, beginning of year $8,178 $358,776 $350,598

Net Assets, end of year -$73,437 $444,274 $370,837

     

  

Statement of Activities



Fundraising
10.4%

Managment & General
24.5%

Program Services
65.1%

Total Expenses $651,939

Support for the Traverse Symphony is provided in part by Edmund F. and 

Virginia B. Ball Foundation, Biederman Family Foundation, Alden and Vada 

Dow Family Foundation, Kettering Family Foundation, Michigan Council 

for Arts and Cultural Affairs, National Endowment for the Arts, Networks 

Northwest, and Rotary Charities. Funds received allowed for continued 

operations support, education program support and expansion,  

community engagement expansion, and COVID adaptations.

Not included in the 2019-

2020 total: an additional 

$43,434 in COVID 

relief funds were made 

available by the Small 

Business Administration

Grants
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Grants for the  

Last Five Seasons
As of December 31, 2020



Individuals listed in bold are  
recognized as SUSTAINING DONORS

BRAVISSIMO
Anonymous
Don & Carole Bell
Elaine Amacker Bridges
Al & Susan Cogswell
Sherry Koenig
Ward Lamphere
Clarine Olson
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald H. Yocum

BRAVO
Rhonda & Michael Estes
Phyllis L. Foster
Bob & Nancy Giles
Mrs. Agnes R. Hayden
Joyce & George Kempton
Marlis Mann & Tom Skinner 
Dr. Kedrik Merwin & Sarah Merwin
Bill & Susanne Meserve 

STANDING OVATION
Richard & Susan Bingham
Norton & Mary Lee Bretz
Howard & Mary Cook
Mackenzie & Marcia Endo
Don Harbold
Walter Herrick
Gail & Bob Hetler
George & Barbara Kausler 
Janet M. Kerr
Tom & Gladys Maguire
Geoffrey Peckham & Patricia Melzer
Dr. & Mrs. James Milliken
The Oh Family
Nicole Philibosian Gentry & Ron Gentry 
Drs. Jerry & Elizabeth Suminski
Herm & Laurie Thomas

OVATION 
Philip & May-Lis Andrus
Reverend Ted Beiderwieden
Felicia & Robert Bloom
Clyde & Dawn Buchanan
Mr. Kerm Campbell
Ken & Marilyn Cerny 
Dale Claudepierre & Melynda Bagley
Steve & Sheri Constantin
Sherri & Graydon DeCamp
Michael & Mary Fleishman
Len & Karen Franseen
Garvey Family Fund
Piper & Harry Goldson
Jeff & Jayne Griese

Dick Grout
Mrs. C. L. Harrison, III
Walter Hoegy & Julie Weeks
Jim & Diana Huckle
Nancy & David Hunter
T. Michael & Joanie Jackson
Mr. Al Jordan
Dr. Charles & Dolores Kelly 
Jeffrey Krysinski DVM  
  & Jane Krysinski VMD
Ms. Eunice Lampkin
Paul & Carol LaPorte
Karl & Barbara Marsh
Dr. & Mrs. J. P. Milliken
Samuel & Karen Mitchell
Eric & Amy Mueller
Maxi Neugebauer 
Francis & Joell Newton
Christine Petersen
Jack S. Putnam
June Rengo 
Jim Richardson & Trudy Carpenter
Louis & Nancy Sanford
Eleanor L. Shaw
Leslie & Don Sibery
Mr. Albert & Mrs. Evi Sickinger
Catherine Sivits
Julianne Slater
Jeanne & John Snow
Catherine Day Steed
Dennis & Sandra Stockemer
Charles & Linda Svec
Jim & Penny Sweeney
Sara & David Taft
Jennifer Weil & Jerry Wilhem
Laura L. Powers & James M. Taup
Clyde & Sonja Whipple
Donald L. Wilson
Windemueller Electric, Inc.
Woodward Family Foundation  
  Endowment Fund
Nancy & Woody Wright
Dr. Louis & Mary Jane Zako

APPLAUSE 
Anonymous
Diane Anderson
Ed & Mary Arbut
Michael & Diane Bair
Janet & Jeffrey Bean
Gil & Anne Bogley
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Bridges
Jerry Beasley & Fleda Brown
William & Lois Byrne
Ms. Krystyn Clark
Mrs. Barbara Cochrane
Edward & Barbara Collins
Mr. Andrew Cortwright
James & Margaret Costello
Susan S. Coulter
Edward & Joyce Downing
Marjorie & Walt Farrell
Erika & Dennis Ferguson
Sebastian Garbsch  
  & Holly Provenzano Garbsch

Mr. & Mrs. James Goetz
Michael & Ruth Hall
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy Hanley
Lynn Hansen
Ms. Barb Hoig
Ed & Linda Ketterer
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan H. Kinne
Lewis & Char Kirchner
Mr. & Mrs. Ward Kuhn
Bruce & Maruine Kuiken
Michael & Linda LaBeau
Mark & Roberta Lakin
Vic Landa
James & Suzanne Landes
Dave & Marty Leavenworth
Ruth Leonard
Stanley & Margaret Leonard
Peggy & Graham Martin
Dr. William & Joan McCool
Dave Mengebier
Ken & Glennie Merwin
John & Nancy Morris
Donald & Bette Oswell
Dave & Judy Pohlod 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Bruce Rogers
Bob & Sue Sandtveit
Mr. & Mrs. E.J. Sauter
Jack Segal & Karen Puschel Segal
Cleo Silver, Dottie Broomfield & Judy Noye
Ms. Ann Snyder
Thomas Sommerfeldt
Mr. Steve Szilvagyi
Scott Thompson
Dick & Candice Wallace
Richard W. & Christine T. Walter
Dick & Betsy Wilson
Barbara & Jerry Young
R. M. Young Company

SYMPHONY FRIENDS
Anonymous
Pamela & Gordon Amidon
Rosanne Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Angus
Joan Antle
Alison B. Arthur
Ms. Sharon Bacon
William & Mary Bantle
Bob & Rita Barron, M.D. 
Sharon Bartone
Robert & Carol Beidler
Brian Bentley
Elizabeth J. & John K. Bert
Ueli & Janice Binkert
Harry & Stephanie Blount
Dr. & Mrs. Dale M. Blount
Charles & Kathleen Bonneau
Judith Bosma & Jim Olson
Ms. Shaunna Bradford
Mr. Pete Brager
Dean & Sharon Branson
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Braun
Mr. James J. Brazda
Paul & Amanda Brink
Cheri Buchbinder

Thank You! 
We applaud the generosity of 
our financial supporters who 
make what we do at the Traverse 
Symphony Orchestra possible. 



Lily, Aevryn & Zoe Butler
Ronessa Butler & Dominik Wiest
Felix T. Casillas & Charlotte M. Marx
Bill & Sandy Cartwright
Ms. Roberta Case
Christine Casassa & Michael Dixon
Susan Chevalier
Ann Clark
Ms. Elsa Clark
Judith Clark
Kelly Clark
Mary & Timothy Clulo
Karen Comella
Jane Conard
Mrs. Judith Conn
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Cook
Ms. Lisa Cooley
Ed & Char Coquillard
Donald & Beverly Cox
Christina Coyne
Jeanne & Tom Crosby
Ms. Melissa Culver
Mr. James Datsko
John & Ann Davey
Catherine Davidson
Arlene & Bob Dean
Rob & Sherry DeLonge
Ms. Donna Dodd
Conrad L. & Judith W. Donakowski
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Duff
Mr. James Dulzo
Berkley & Nancy Duck
Maggie Duncan
Dr. Thomas Earwood & Amy Radford
Dan & Deb Edson
Lin Emmert
Mr. Albert Evans
Hugh & Betty Farber
Susan & Bruces Finlayson
Lee & Jill Foerster
Bob & Sandy Foote
Harry & Rosemary Friend
Ms. Connie Garcia
Ward & Mary Gillett
George A. Goldberg, MD
Sandra & Bob Gray
Leon & Linda Gregorian
Ms. Mary Grover
Pat Haber
Dale & Carol Haddon
Susan & Robert Hall
Sondra Hardy
Bob & Marta Harris
Susan Heacock
Diane & Ben Henson
George & Sharon Hermach
C. Richard Herrold
Don Hirt
Margaret Hollyday
Eric Houlberg
Darlene Huesser
John C Hunter & Susan L Miertschin
Richard & Monica Jaissle
Paul & Suzanne Jarboe
Kadra Kierczynski

Joan & Tom Knighton
Edward Kocher & Kamie Schoonhoven
Edward & Ruth Kohout
Anne Kreft
Ray & Debra Kuhn
Mrs. Judie Leece
Michael Lehnert & Denise Peltonen
Richard & Sally Lewis
John & Betty Lien
David M. Lillvis & Meredith Hunt
Dan & Laurie Lisuk
Steve & Bonnie Lockwood
Arne & Judy Lundmark
Carl & Diane Madion
Anne H. Magoun
Peter R.  Magoun
Lindsay Mang
Brian & Carly McCall
Betty & Alan McColl
Ms. Meredith McComb
Ms. Sharon McKinley
Dr. Michael McManus & Ms. Sue Brightheart
Ann Merritt
Delbert & Sally Michel
Ms. Penny Milliken
Anne & Chuck Moeser
Andy & Martha Mollema
Anne Montgomery
James & Donna Moore
Barbara S Mullaly
Trisha Neff
Jon & Karen Pack
Jerry & Rita Palmer
Ms. Elizabeth Patterson
Linda & Michael Perry
Elmer & Ruth Peterman
Erik Peterson
Mrs. Patricia Phenix
Linda & Max Proffitt
Jane Purkis
Deb Quinn & James Myles
Judy Reinhardt & Jim Schwantes
Mike & Evelyn Richardson
Martha & Dan Rogalny
James & Verna Sak
John & Margaret Sargent
Erik & Angela Saxon
Wally & Pat Schroth
Thomas & Nancy Schulte
Ann & Max Schwandt
Art & Karen Schwarm 
Sandra Schwendemann
Thomas M. Sebestyen
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Seidel
Michael Sheehan
Mrs. W.A. Siebenthaler
Frank & Barbara Siepker
Melissa Sole
Richard & Patricia Solem
Lianne Sommerville
Lee & Robin Sorenson
Scott Sorenson & Dorothy Vogel
Angeline L. Sorenson
Tim Sparling & Lynne Tobin
Ms. Joanne Sprouse

Nancy Stagnitta
Judy & Bob Steiner
Mack & Dixie Stirling
Clifford & Lucia Storr
Jim & Sue Strabel
Robert & Charlotte Streit
Mark & Christine Strom
Jerry Sura
Diane Hubert & Richard Sutton
William & Mary Swift
James & Roberta Teahen
Kris & Cecil Thomas
John & Sandra Thorne
Mr. & Mrs. William Timmins
Ms. Kathy Tuckerman
George & Laurin Varga
Norman & Marjory Veliquette
Angela Verbrugge
Harriet Wall & Vance Marshall
Robert & Barbara Wallace
Judith & Kennard Weaver
Ms. Sally Weaver
Joe & Glenda Wierzbicki
Mrs. Mary Wilson
Allen & Janice Wolfe
Ms. Wendy Wyatt
Patricia & Howard Yamaguchi
Brian Zimmerman

SPONSORS
Carpet Galleria
Cedar Run Eye Center
Cordia at Grand Traverse Commons
Nicole Philibosian Gentry, Realtor
Golden Fowler Home Furnishings
Hand Surgery of Northern Michigan
Twisted Fish Gallery & Sculpture Garden
Park Place Hotel
Serra of Traverse City
Traverse City Record-Eagle
TV 9&10
WTCM

SYMPHONY BUSINESS PARTNERS
123 Speakeasy
Amical
Bowerman, Bowden, Ford, Clulo, & Luyt P.C.
Captain’s Quarters
City Mac
Evola Music
Great Lakes Piano Service
Golf UpNorth
Homeworks Interiors
Oryana Co-op
Marshall Music 
Northern Express
Red Spire Brunch House
Sara Lee Frozen Bakery
Schmidt-Rogers Management 
Shift Chiropractic
Traverse Dental Associates
Traverse Web
UpNorth Entertainment
Westwind Construction



Despite this year of uncertainty, there is much to be thankful for.   
On behalf of the musicians, leadership and Board of Directors of the 

Traverse Symphony Orchestra we are thankful for you, our committed 
members, patrons and friends for your continued support.

Susan Cogswell, President  |  Kedrik Merwin, Executive Director  |  Kevin Rhodes, Music Director

Special thank you: Bonobo Winery,  
Copy Central Printing, Central United Methodist Church ,  
Evola Music, Interlochen Public Radio,  
First Congregational Church Traverse City

2020-2021 

TRAVERSE SYMPHONY  

ORCHESTRA STAFF

Dr. Kedrik Merwin, Executive Director

Kevin Rhodes, Music Director 

Ronessa Butler,  

  Director of Community Engagement

Dr. Angela Lickiss Aleo,  

  Digital Production and Librarian

Alicia Beachly, Accountant

Lynne Tobin, Civic String Ensembles Director

2020-2021  

TRAVERSE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Susan Cogswell, President

Robert Giles, Vice-President

Kadra Kierczynski, Treasurer

Geoffrey Peckham, Secretary

Ward Lamphere,  

  Immediate Past President 

Don Bell

Robert B. Hetler

Paul Jarboe

Mary Beth Milliken

Thomas Skinner

Ron Yocum

300 E. Front Street, Suite 230   Traverse City, MI 49684    231.947.7120

TraverseSymphony.org


